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ALBANIA. 3 Dec.—China and Albania signed in Tirana a trade agree. 
ment providing for the granting of long-term credits to Albania by 
China. 


ALGERIA. 14 Dec.—Three French parachutists were killed and six 
wounded in a clash with rebels in the forest of Beni Imloul, ten miles 
from Arris in the Aurés Mountains. The rebels left ten dead. 


ARGENTINA. 2 Dec. A decree was issued abolishing the national 
department of religious teaching, the inspectorate-general of religious 
education, and the national committee of culture. The preamble to the 
decree explained that a clause in the religious education law violated the 
constitution by making the appointment of teachers subject to prior 
authorization by ecclesiastical authority. 

4 Dec.—The Federal Police announced that Father Nazereno Manni, 
a Roman Catholic priest in Cordoba, had been arrested and would be 
prosecuted for showing disrespect to Gen. Perén. 

7 Dec.—Ecclesiastical representatives announced that the police had 
refused permission for the annual religious procession around the 
Church of the Immaculate Conception in Buenos Aires to be held as 
usual on the eve of the feast of the Immaculate Conception. 

14 Dec.—Both Chambers of Congress passed a Bill legalizing 
divorce, the Chamber of Deputies by 126 votes to 8, and the Senate 
unanimously. 


BRITISH WEST INDIES. 11 Dec.—Trinidad. By 15 votes to 6, and 
against Indian opposition, the Trinidad Legislative Assembly endorsed 
the proposals for a British West Indian federation, subject to the holding 
of an inter-colonial conference on immigration and to the final choice 
of a capital being left to the Federal Government. 


BULGARIA. 15 Dec.—Breakdown of Greco-Bulgarian war repara- 
tions negotiations (see G reece). 


BURMA. 11 Dec.—U Nu’s speech in Peking (see China). 
12 Dec.—Joint Burmese-Chinese statement (see China). 


CEYLON. 6 Dec.—Visit of Prime Minister to U.S.A. (see United 
States). 


CHILE. 4 Dec.—South Pacific conventions signed with Peru and 
Ecuador (see Peru). 


CHINA. 2 Dec.—Paymeni of compensation to Britain for shooting- 
down of air liner (see Great Britain). 

3 Dec.—Chinese-Albanian trade agreement (see Albania). 

4 Dec.—U.S. appeal to United Nations re imprisoned airmen (se 
United States), and Steering Committee’s decision to debate question 
(see United Nations, General Assembly, Steering Committee). 


44 
mn 
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Dec.—The Chinese authorities released Squadron-Leader 
Mackenzie, Royal Canadian Air Force, who had been a prisoner of war 
since 5 December 19§2. 

6 Dec.—Mr Chou En-lai, Prime Minister, declared in a speech that 
the United States had ‘created the danger of a new war’ by her mutual 
defence pact with Formosa and by her efforts to rearm western Ger- 
many. The Chinese people were resolutely opposed to rearming 
western Germany and were determined to liberate Formosa. 

8 Dec.—Charge of Chinese Communist Intimidation. It was 
learnt that the master and four officers of a British steamer, the Admiral 
Hardy, had resigned their posts at Kobe because they were unwilling to 
subject their crew to Communist intimidation on the return run to 
China. The master said that one of the Chinese crew of the ship had dis- 
appeared and the matter had been reported to the Chinese police at 
Tangku. After inquiries by the police at Tangku and at Shanghai the 
master had been told by the police at Shanghai to sign a statement saying 
that he was responsible, as master of the ship, for the man’s death. 
When he had refused, four of his crew had been detained in custody 
and held without any explanation. 

Formosa. Mr Chou En-lai condemned the U.S.-Chinese Nationalist 
defence treaty as ‘a grave warlike provocation’, and said that such threats 
of war could not shake the Chinese people’s determination to liberate 
Taiwan. ‘If the United States Government does not withdraw all its 
armed forces from Taiwan, the Penghu Islands (Pescadores), and the 
Taiwan Straits, and persists in interfering in China’s internal affairs, it 
must take upon itself all the grave consequences.’ 

He accused the United States of having forcibly detained 20,000 
Chinese and Korean prisoners after the Korean war, and claimed that 
the Chinese and North Koreans had faithfully carried out the armistice 
terms and the agreement on repatriation of prisoners. 

g Dec. et seg.—Nationalist statements on hostilities (see Formosa). 

10 Dec.—U.N. Assembly’s resolution on detained U.S. airmen, and 
Secretary-General’s telegram proposing personal visit to take up 
question (see United Nations, General Assembly). 

11 Dec.—Burma. Speaking at a farewell dinner in Peking, U Nu, 
Burmese Prime Minister, gave an assurance that Burma would never 
give bases in Burmese territory to enemies of China. He said Burma 
had a great affection and regard for both the United States and China 
and he believed that most tensions in east Asia could be relaxed if an 
understanding could be brought about between those two countries. 

12 Dec.—A statement issued on the conclusion of U Nu’s visit said 
that China and Burma would make plans to increase their mutual trade 
and communications. From 1955 to the end of 1957 China would im- 
port from 150,000 to 200,000 tons of Burmese rice annually in return for 
Burmese imports of industrial equipment.and other goods. The two 
countries had agreed to complete the delimitation of their common 
frontier; to appoint consulates-general in each other’s cities; to dis- 
courage nationals residing in the other country from political activity; 
to protect the rights and interests of the other’s nationals and to under- 
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China (continued) 
take negotiations at the earliest opportunity to decide on their nation. 
ality. 

The statement concluded by saying that peace in Indo-China must 
be consolidated in order to stabilize the situation in south-east Asia, 
The two Prime Ministers considered that all countries were entitled E 
to national independence and prosperity, free from foreign interference C 
and aggression. 

13 Dec.—U.S. Airmen. The Peking People’s Daily defended the 


imprisonment of the eleven American airmen and said that the United E 
Nations had no right to question their conviction. 5 

Peking Radio strongly attacked Mr Nutting, British delegate to the th 
United Nations, for his statement of 12 December concerning Formosa C 
(see United States). pl 


COUNCIL OF EUROPE. 11 Dec.—The Saar. The Consultative 


Assembly approved the Franco-German agreement on the Saar by rs 
77 votes to 5, those opposing being German Socialists who had urged ss 
that the Assembly should reserve its opinion until France and Germany 
had agreed on interpretation of the agreement. 
Paris Agreements. The Assembly also passed by 82 votes to 7, 
with 14 abstentions (including two French M.R.P. representatives) a os 
resolution approving the early ratification of the Paris agreements and 
stating that they ‘provide the western Powers with the cohesion neces: 5 
sary to seek by negotiation with the U.S.S.R. a peaceful solution to the 
problems of European security and, in the first instance, of the re- th 
unification of Germany and a state treaty with Austria’. It also expressed 
the hope that ‘exchanges of view will be held immediately through - 
diplomatic channels so that these negotiations may be undertaken as lif 
soon as possible after the ratification of the agreements and without lal 
delaying their application’. pl 
CYPRUS. 14 Dec. et seg.—U.N. debate on Cyprus (see United Nations, ha 
General Assembly, Political Committee). me 
15 Dec.—Turkish Prime Minister on Cyprus (see Turkey). 
M 
4 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 4 Dec.—Italian protest re anti-Italian broad- 3 
casts (see Italy). ~~ 
13 Dec.—New Government. Mr Siroky, Prime Minister, announc- all 
ed a new Government which contained only three new names. None ful 
of the former Ministers had been dropped but some of the posts had th 
been reshuffled, notably those concerned with food supplies. | 
In outlining to the new General Assembly the new Government's = 
programme, Mr Siroky urged the need for harder work and said his ad 
Government would strive to prevent ratification of the Paris agreements, h , 
which would mean war. He declared that German remilitarization - 
was ‘the greatest threat to Czechoslovakia’ and would lead to a revival s 


of German militarism. 
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14 Dec.—President Zapotocky, the entire Government, and the dip- 
lomatic representatives of eastern countries took part in a demonstration 


against the Paris agreements. 
Reply to Italian protest re broadcasts (see Italy). 


ECUADOR. 4 Dec.—South Pacific conventions signed with Peru and 
Chile (see Peru). 


EGYPT. 4 Dec.—Muslim Brotherhood. Hassan el-Hodeiby, 
Supreme Guide of the Muslim Brotherhood, and six other members of 
the Brotherhood, including Abdul Latif, who made the attempt on 
Colonel Nasser, were sentenced to death by the People’s Tribunal for 
plotting against the Government. Seven others were sentenced to life 
imprisonment with hard labour and two to fifteen years’ without hard 
labour. Three were acquitted. The Council of the Revolutionary Com- 
mand commuted the death sentence passed on el-Hodeiby to life 
imprisonment, but confirmed the six other death sentences. 

The Council officially dissolved the Muslim Brotherhood. 

Protest by Pakistani organizations (see Pakistan). 

Syrian appeals for clemency (see Syria). 

6 Dec.—Anglo-Egyptian Treaty. Britain and Egypt exchanged the 
ratification documents of the treaty of 19 October on the Canal Zone. 

Dropping of charges against crew of Bat Galim (see United Nations, 
Security Council). 

7 Dec.—The death sentences were carried out on the six members of 
the Muslim Brotherhood sentenced on 4 December. 

12 Dec.—Muslim Brotherhood. A people’s tribunal sentenced five 
members of the Muslim Brotherhood to death, four to hard labour for 
life, five to fifteen years’ hard labour, and seventeen to ten years’ hard 
labour. Ten others were acquitted. All were accused of complicity in a 
plot to overthrow the regime. 

13 Dec.—The Government commuted to life imprisonment with 
hard labour the death sentences passed on five Muslim Brotherhood 
members on 12 December. 

Iraq.—Following a meeting of Arab League Foreign Ministers, 
Musa el Shabandar, Iraqi Foreign Minister, told the press that Iraq 
would conclude a new agreement with Britain, to replace the 1930 agree- 
ment which expired in 1956, under which British troops would be 
allowed to re-enter Iraq in the event of an attack on Persia. He said that 
full agreement had been reached between Iraq and Egypt regarding 
the strengthening of the Arab collective security pact. 

14 Dec.—Three more members of the Muslim Brotherhood were 
sentenced to death and thirty to terms of imprisonment for conspiring 
to overthrow the regime. 

15 Dec.—Muslim Brotherhood. Four members of the Brother- 
hood who had been sentenced to death on 14 and 15 December had 
— sentences commuted to hard labour for life by the Revolutionary 

ouncil, 
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FORMOSA. 9 Dec.—Debate on Soviet complaint of U.S. responsi- 
bility for alleged acts of aggression against Communist China (see 
United Nations, General Assembly—Special Political Committee). 

The Nationalist Defence Ministry announced that Chinese Com. 
munist batteries had shelled Quemoy, Little Quemoy, and Tatang off 
the Fukien coasts. It said it was the most intense bombardment since 
the signing of the U.S.-Nationalist treaty. Nationalist guns returned the 
fire. 

13 Dec.—The Nationalists claimed to have sunk two Communist 
motorized junks south of Wuchiu Island, off the mainland. 


FRANCE. 2 Dec.—Bank Rate. The Bank of France lowered the dis- 
count rate from 3} per cent to 3 per cent. ; 

4 Dec.—Gen. de Gaulle. In an address to the Rassemblement du 
Peuple Frangais, Gen. de Gaulle said that before the Paris agreements 
were applied, and in particular before Germany was rearmed, negotia- 
tions should take place with Russia, on French initiative, to ascertain if 
the international situation could not be eased. The criterion for a suc- 
cessful lessening of tension would be the limitation, supervised every- 
where, of all forms of armament. If the negotiations proved successful 
there must be a modus vivendi, including a guarantee by international 
statute for the sovereignty, unity, and security of Germany. The 
General also demanded as two further conditions for application of the 
Paris agreements: that the N.A.T.O. defence system should be changed 
so as to restore to France the control over her own defences, and that 
the Saar agreement, with its provision for the economic union of France 
and the Saar and the separation of the Saar from Germany, should be 
definitive and not subjected to interpretative controversy. 

Espionage Case. The Government received a vote of 287 votes to 
240, with 87 abstentions, in support of its policy, after a debate on 
leakages of military information from the Secretariat of National 
Defence (in connection with which M. Dides, a police inspector, had 
been dismissed). During the debate M. Mendés-France, Prime Minister, 
rejected serious charges against M. Mitterand, Minister of the Interior, 
and others, and asked that the vote should express confidence in the 
Government’s general policy. 

6 Dec.—French Bases in Libya. The State Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs made a statement in the foreign affairs committee of the 
Assembly on the question of French bases in Libya occupied under 
treaties periodically renewed. He said that the Libyan Government had 
informed the French Government that French troops could not remain 
in the Fezzan after 1 January 1955. The French Government had 
replied that it could not accept that attitude and had consulted the 
British and American Governments. It was not intended to cut off 
French credits to Libya because they were a kind of counterpart to the 
bases in the Fezzan. The committee reluctantly accepted the position, 
but members pointed out that the question of the Fezzan was vital to the 
security of French North Africa. 

Economic Situation. M. Faure, Finance Minister, told the press 
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that economic recovery was progressing well and there would be no 
real risk of inflation provided wages and salaries were held in check. In 
October the index of industrial production reached 160, which was 
12 per cent more than in 1953 but slightly less than was foreseen under 
the eighteen-month plan. The balance of payments had improved to 
such an extent that in October France was in balance with all the 
countries of the world. The lightening of taxes on investment and the 
financing of the building programme were the two factors responsible 
for getting the economy moving. The two chief worries for the future 
were a certain slowness in the movement of private investment and the 
persistence of the budgetary deficit. 

The General Planning Commission published its report for 1953. 

7 Dec.—Approach to Russia. It was announced that the French 
Embassy in Moscow had been instructed to ascertain what response 
might be expected from the Soviet Government to the proposals 
concerning the Austrian question made by M. Mendés-France in his 
speech to the U.N. Assembly on 22 November (see p. 775). It was stated 
that the British and American Governments had been informed of the 
démarche which conformed with M. Mendeés-France’s ideas of ‘parallel 
negotiations’ in a framework common to the three western Powers. 

8 Dec.—The Quai d’Orsay confirmed that the French Chargé 
d’Affaires in Moscow had carried out the démarche on 7 December. 

g Dec.—Libyan statement ending agreement on stationing of French 
troops in the Fezzan (see Libya). 

Soviet Note to western Powers (see U.S.S.R.). 

10 Dec.—Paris Agreements. The Foreign Affairs Committee of the 
National Assembly voted by 16 votes to 15 with 11 abstentions in 
favour of ratifying the agreements under which west Germany would be 
admitted to Western European Union and to N.A.T.O. Socialists voted 
for the agreements. The opposition vote was composed of Communists 
and Gaullists. The M.R.P. and three Radicals abstained. 

The Committee voted by 24 votes to 15 with 3 abstentions in favour 
of the restoration of German sovereignty, and by 24 votes to 6 with 12 
abstentions in favour of the Franco-German agreement on the Saar. 

Joint Franco-Tunisian statement on fellagha (see Tunisia). 

Franco-Viet Minh business agreement (see Indo-China). 

Mr Molotov on the Franco-Soviet pact and the Paris agreements (see 
U.S.S.R.). 

North Africa. M. Fouchet, Minister for Moroccan and Tunisian 
Affairs, speaking in an Assembly debate on the Government’s North 
African policy, explained that under the home rule agreement France 
would retain responsibility for defence and foreign relations. The 
Tunisians could not be excluded from ali responsibility over the police, 
though for many years the higher posts would remain in French hands. 
The rights of French citizens would be protected by special agreements. 

M. Mitterand, Minister of the Interior, revealed that 20,000 men 
had been sent to Algeria since the troubles began there on 1 November 
and further reinforcements would be sent. No French Government 
could accept the separation of Algeria from the mainland. The Republic 
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France (continued) 

could not be uniform but it could devolve continuously towards greater 
unity which meant the assurance of equality between its citizens every- 
where. So far Algerians did not benefit from all the rights theoretically 
theirs, and the Government was no less resolved to favour an evolution 
recognized as necessary by Parliament than to assure the maintenance 
of the présence frangaise. 

M. Mendés-France, Prime Minister, said that those who opposed 
his Tunisian policy forgot that home rule had been the declared policy 
of previous Governments. The security situation had improved, and a 
very large number of troops had been sent to Tunisia, Algeria, and 
Morocco. They had a pacific as well as an offensive role. Once the army 
had shown its strength, a policy of violence when other means were 
possible would not only have caused hatred between the French 
authorities and the Tunisian people but also more bloodshed. He said 
there were no secret clauses in the fellagha agreement. 

11 Dec.—The Assembly approved the Government’s North African 
policy by 294 votes to 265, with 60 abstentions. The M.R.P. mostly 
voted against the Government. Of the seventy-two Gaullists, 46 voted 
for the Government and only 6 against. 

13 Dec.—Saar Agreement. The Bill containing the Franco- 
German agreement on the Saar was tabled in the National Assembly. A 
preamble to the Bill emphasized that the new statute conferred upon 
the Saar ‘an irrevocable European statute, subject to the peace treaty’, 
and it said that in negotiating the peace treaty with Germany the French 
Government would insist upon the confirmation of the Saar agreement, 
at the same time seeking British and U.S. support. The preamble also 
said that in the economic field the agreement ‘proclaims categorically’ 
the maintenance of the monetary, customs, and economic union be- 
tween France and the Saar. 


GENERAL AGREEMENT ON TARIFFS AND TRADE. 6 Dec.— 
Addressing the conference of contracting parties at Geneva, Mr Howe, 
Canadian Minister of Commerce, called for new rules to limit the use of 
quantitative import restrictions and to eliminate discriminatory trade 
restrictions. He described export subsidies as ‘uneconomic to say the 
least’ and said they lead to a great deal of friction among Governments. 
He also urged that the tendency for Governments to adopt minor 
measures of evasion should be checked. He gave a warning that agreed 
principles would not work in practice if individual Governments 
attempted to withhold large areas of their trading policies from the 
scope of the General Agreement. This was especially disturbing when 
applied to the field of agriculture. His Government was opposed to any 
wholesale abandonment of preferences. Mr Howe also emphasized 
that regional groupings provided ‘a notoriously weak and unstable basis 
for trade’. 

M. André Philip (France) expressed disagreement with Mr Howe's 
views on regional organizations, arguing that the O.E.E.C. did not 
handicap but helped the achievement of liberalization in world trade. 
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8 Dec.—The G.A.T.T. secretariat published a report entitled “The 
Role in World Trade of the Dependent Overseas Territories’. 


GERMANY. 2 Dec.—West Germany. French Protest. It was 
learnt that the French High Commission had expressed to the Federal 
Government its ‘astonishment’ at opinions expressed to the press by 
Gen. Matzky, commander of the Federal Frontier Force, after man- 
oeuvres recently carried out by the force along the Danube in Bavaria. 
Gen. Matzky had said that the Federal Frontier Force needed 60,000 
instead of 20,000 men to hold up an invading force as well as heavier 
arms; he mentioned anti-tank, anti-aircraft, and high trajectory weap- 
ons. (In the French view the responsibility for repelling invasions lay 
with the North Atlantic Powers and not with the Frontier Force whose 
function was to watch the frontiers and guard against infiltration.) 

Oversea Capital Development. It was announced that Farbwerke 
Hoechst, a successor of I. G. Farben, had entered into a partnership 
with American chemical firms to establish a chemical manufacturing 
company in Brazil. The new company would have a capital equivalent 
to about 25 m. marks and also a credit from the Export-Import Bank 
in Washington. 

E.R.P. Credits. The Bundestag economic committee approved a 
Government proposal to make the following allotments from European 
Recovery Programme counterpart funds for three projects: 100 m. 
marks to Krupps and the engineering firm of Demag; 22 m. to a con- 
sortium led by Krupps; and 28 m. to a consortium led by Bochumer 
Verein. Social Democratic members opposed the proposal saying the 
credits should go to smaller firms. 

Saudi Arabia. It was learned that Dr Ridken, special envoy of 
President Heuss, had returned from a special mission to King Saud of 
Saudi Arabia with an agreement to establish diplomatic relations. He 
had also persuaded the Saudi Arabian Government to allow four Ger- 
man business men to leave Saudi Arabia. They had been prevented 
from doing so after incurring the disapproval of the authorities. 

3 Dec.—Naumann Group. The Federal Criminal Court at Karls- 
ruhe accepted the submission of the Federal Prosecutor that there was 
insufficient evidence to support proceedings against four associates of 
Dr Naumann, the former State Secretary to Dr Goebbels’ Reich 
Propaganda Ministry, who had been arrested in January 1953 on 
charges of plotting a Nazi conspiracy. The Court also rejected the 
prosecutor’s application to open the case against Dr Naumann and 
Dr Bornemann, a former district Hitler Youth leader, stating that while 
there was suspicion that members of the group had expounded Nazi 
ideas this did not justify the charge of ‘ringleadership in an anti- 
constitutional organization’ and it could not be established that they 
had any success in their efforts. In the court’s view this was decisive 
so long as their association had ‘deployed no political effectiveness in 
public’ and so long as no organization existed to make it possible to 
equate the will of the leaders with that of the association. 

West Germany. Tax Reform. The Bundesrat approved the tax 
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Germany (continued) 

reform measures of Herr Schiffer, Finance Minister, with the exception 
of the turnover tax Bill (relieving professional men of turnover tax on 
earnings up to 12,000 marks a year) which was referred to the mediation 
committee. 

Dr Adenauer. Dr Adenauer announced that he would give up the 
post of Foreign Minister after the ratification of the Paris agreements, 

4 Dec.—West Germany. Dr Adenauer said in an election speech in 
west Berlin that he was not in favour of single States attempting to 
negotiate with the Russians. An understanding with the east was 
urgently necessary and it would be one of the main tasks of the Govern- 
ment to bring it forward after the ratification of the Paris agreements, 

East Germany. Herr Grotewohl, Prime Minister, said in Berlin that 
in the event of ratification of the Paris agreements he would not allow 
a ‘so-called European army’ standing along east Germany’s border and 
able to threaten the existence of the State. Rather the east German 
regime would fulfil its responsibilities and establish national forces. 

West German-Rumanian trade agreement (see Rumania). 

5 Dec.—West Berlin Elections. In elections for the city Govern- 
ment of west Berlin go per cent of the electorate voted. The Social 
Democrats obtained 44 per cent of the votes (as against 44°7 per cent in 
1950), the Christian Democrats 30 per cent (24-6), the Free Democrats 
12°7 per cent (23). The Social Democrats thus secured an absolute 
majority over the Christian Democrats and the Free Democrats. The 
other parties failed to poll the 5 per cent of the votes required to obtain a 
seat, the German Party polling 4-8 per cent (as against 3-7 in 1950), the 
(Communist) Socialist Unity Party 2-7 per cent, and the Refugee 
Party 2:2 per cent. 

7 Dec.—West Germany. Bavaria. The Bavarian Party decided not 
to take part in a Land coalition government under Christian Social 
leadership. 

8 Dec.—East Germany. Herr Grotewohl, Chief Minister, and Herr 
Ulbricht, his deputy, both reported to the Volkskammer on the recent 
Moscow conference. Herr Grotewohl called on all citizens to unite in 
the fight against the Paris agreements and to accept measures for the 
protection of the Democratic Republic. He said the agreements 
amounted to a ‘war pact’ and that an attack would ‘be answered by a 
united defence from the Elbe to China’. 

9 Dec.—East Germany. Church Affairs. A circular letter to east 
German pasiors from Bishop Dibelius, head of the all-German 
Evangelical Church, ordered pastors to exclude from confirmation 
youths who had taken part in Marxist initiation ceremonies. (The 
Communist authorities had announced that children leaving school 
would in future be encouraged to take part in ceremonies introducing 
them to politics and social science.) 

Soviet Note to western Powers (see U.S.S.R.). 

10 Dec.—West Germany. Paris Agreements. The Bundesrat 
decided to send the bills concerning the Paris agreements to the 
Bundestag without a debate. On the bills dealing with the termination of 
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the occupation regime and the Saar agreement it reserved its final 
decision until after approval by the Bundestag. 

Compensation to Nazi Victims. Social Democratic speakers 
appealed in the Bundestag for effective legislation for the compensation 
of Nazi victims and for an increase in the Government grant for the 
settlement of claims during the current year. Many speakers criticized 
the Government’s handling of the problem. The Secretary of State 
for Finance refused to increase the grant but said that a law to compen- 
sate those having suffered damage to health would shortly be submitted. 

Bavaria. Agreement was reached between the Social Democrats, 
the Bavarian Party, the B.H.E. (refugee party) and the Free Democrats 
for the formation of a coalition Government in Bavaria under a Social 
Democrat Prime Minister. 

12 Dec.—West Germany. Paris Agreements. Herr Ollenhauer, 
leader of the Social Democratic opposition, in a speech to the party’s 
executive, said that, in view of the threat contained in the latest Soviet 
Note that reunification of Germany would become impossible once the 
Federal Republic entered the western alliance, it was the duty of the 
party to use every possible means to prevent final incorporation of the 
Federal Republic into N.A.T.O. and the Western European Union. 

The executive unanimously passed a resolution calling on all Socialist 
parties belonging to the anti-Communist Socialist International to 
help in making the four occupation Powers enter into negotiations on 
German reunification. It called on the Federal Government to avoid 
any commitments which would make a four-Power understanding on 
Germany impossible. 

Hesse. The Social Democratic Land executive in Hesse voted 
unanimously to enter into a Coalition with the Refugee Party (B.H.E.). 
The Refugee Party also voted by a large majority in favour of the 
proposal. (Such a coalition would command 51 of the 96 seats in the 
Land Government.) 

13 Dec.—French iaterpretation of Saar agreement (see France). 

14 Dec.—West Germany. Bavaria. Dr Hogner, Social Democrat, 
was elected Chief Minister of Bavaria. 

15 Dec.—Paris Agreements. The Bundestag began a debate on the 
first reading of the Paris agreements. Dr Adenauer, Federal Chancellor, 
said that the failure of the European Defence Community had been the 
greatest single success achieved by Russia in the cold war in Europe. 
He pointed out that the new agreements gave the Federal Republic 
more sovereignty than the contract of 1952 and they put the stationing 
of allied forces on federal territory on a free contractual basis. The de- 
cision to admit the Federal Republic to N.A.T.O. was a decisive step 
on the road to Germany’s reintegration into the community of free 
nations. It involved important political consequences. All the member 
States had adopted the declaration by the three western Powers in 
which the Federal Republic was recognized as the ‘only German 
Government freely and legitimately constituted, and therefore entitled 
to speak for Germany as the representative of the German nation in 
international affairs. . .’ 
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Germany (continued) 

On the Saar agreement, Dr Adenauer emphasized its value for a 
lasting Franco-German reconciliation and maintained that it guaranteed 
fundamental political rights. Referring to the French interpretation of 
the agreement in the preamble to the French Bill, he said that in some 
important points ‘it not only departs from the text of the agreement, but 
also does not correspond to the general intentions and objects of the two 
parties to the agreement’. It was his intention, therefore, to seek talks 
with M. Mendés-France to clarify the situation. If they did not reach 
identity of views he would propose requesting the American and 
British Governments to clarify the differences of opinion in joint dis- 
cussions with the two Governments. In the contemplated talks it would 
also be expedient to discuss ‘the functions of the Saar Commissioner, 
the arrangements for the referendum, the necessary arbitration pro- 
cedure, and the safeguarding of the fundamental political rights of the 
Saar population’. Herr Ollenhauer, the leader of the Social Democratic 
opposition, accused Dr Adenauer of having put rearmament before 
reunification. He said that his Party would accept no share of responsi- 
bility for the risk that once the treaties were ratified, negotiations for 
reunification would not be possible. He said that the Saar agreement was 
the price Dr Adenauer had had to pay for French agreement to Ger- 
many’s entry into N.A.T.O. It did not meet the essential condition for 
any Saar agreement that it must be based upon equality. He also com- 
plained of the ‘haste and frivolity’ with which it had been concluded. 

Dr Dehler, leader of the Free Democrats in the Government coali- 
tion, reaffirmed that his Party was unable to vote for the Saar agree- 
ment in its existing form. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 2 Dec.—Oversea Development. Mr Butler, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, announced the Government’s support of 
a United States proposal for the establishment of an International 
Finance Corporation, and their readiness, subject to conditions, to 
participate in such a corporation. They hoped that its institution would 
further the flow of United States private investment oversea. 

China. The Foreign Office announced that the Chinese Communist 
Government had delivered to the British Chargé d’Affaires in Peking a 
cheque for £367,000 as compensation in connection with the shooting 
down of a civil airliner on 23 July off Hainan Island. The amount 
covered the total British claim. 

3 Dec.—Colonial Development. Mr Lennox-Boyd, Colonial 
Secretary, told the House of Commons during the debate on the 
Address that the rate of expenditure on colonial development had been 
rising steadily and was now running at about {110 m. a year. In the 
process of colonial development the sum involved was about {500 m., 
a figure which excluded a number of major projects and all the work of 
statutory corporations and other public bodies. About half of the £500 
m. came from the local resources of the territories themselves, about 
one-third from external loans, and about one-sixth from the Colonial 
Development and Welfare Fund. The total amount actually being spent 
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had risen from £6 m. in 1948-9 to £14 m. a year at the current rate, and 
it would rise still more. Some colonies had decided to use their share of 
the funds on health and education, using local funds for revenue- 
paying projects, and it was for that reason that the proportion spent 
on social services was as high as it was—about 43 per cent. Ten per 
cent had gone on research, 5-6 per cent on surveys and census, and 
nearly 20 per cent on economic expenditure, mainly agriculture, and 
15°5 per cent on communications. Other expenditure included £23 m. 
on education, £10,900,000 on water development, and £3,400,000 on 
housing. 

Mr Dodds-Parker, Under-Secretary Commonwealth Relations, said 
that the Government attached importance to the colonial territories 
making maximum use of their own resources which included £1,450 m. 
of sterling assets, of which currency funds held in London in the form 
of U.K. issued securities accounted for £365 m. The Government had 
recently told the Colonial Governments that they would be agreeable 
in principle to a small part of these investments being transferred into 
locally issued securities. 

6 Dec.—Control of Nuclear Weapons. A Labour amendment to 
the Address, regretting that the Government had not displayed a sense 
of urgency in seeking means to rid the world of weapons of mass 
destruction was rejected by 300 votes to 267. 

Mr Noel-Baker, Labour, who moved the amendment, said the 
Government had ignored the resolution passed by the House on 5 April 
which called for an immediate initiative on disarmament at the highest 
level. After giving details of some of the latest weapons of mass destruc- 
tion, he called on the Government to draw up a practical plan, to lay it 
before the Commonwealth Prime Ministers who were shortly to meet 
in London and get them to endorse it, and then to submit it to the 
United Nations disarmament sub-committee. 

Mr Selwyn Lloyd, Minister of Supply, denied that the Government 
had not been actuated by a sense of urgency, and after giving details 
of the efforts made in the United Nations, said that the Russian plan 
presented to the Disarmament Commission was a paper plan for the 
banning of nuclear weapons. The Government believed it to be 
absolutely essential to have an agreement which could be supervised, 
controlled, and enforced, and that the agents of the controlling organ 
should have certain powers to give orders to people operating atomic 
plants. He believed the nations had reached a better position for further 
negotiations; some progress had been made, and the sub-committee 
was to meet in December. The Government had very definite ideas on 
how to tackle the next series of discussions. They had been trying to 
build up a series of documents which might later be drawn into a 
treaty. He believed it was possible to have a system of control that 
could be more than 95 per cent efficient. 

Mr Attlee, leader of the Opposition, said that the Government had 
missed opportunities of giving a lead to the world in the matter, and he 
called for an immediate initiative for high-level talks. 

Sir Anthony Eden, Foreign Minister, defended the Government’s 
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Great Britain (continued) 

record in seeking disarmament and said that if the results of the dis- 
armament sub-committee’s meetings were encouraging the Govern- 
ment would certainly be ready to contemplate a meeting at a higher level 
on disarmament. He emphasized that much depended on the ratification 
of the Paris agreements. Once they were ratified and western unity 
made clear, a new vista might open, and he gave an assurance that if 
opportunities for negotiations should occur the Government would not 
be found wanting in any sense of urgency. 

Peru. Request for extension of time limit for payment of fine by 
Mr Onassis (see Peru). 

7 Dec.—U.S. Aid. The eighteenth report on Anglo-American 
economic co-operation, which was published as a White Paper (Cmd. 
9335, 5.O. 6d.), showed that the United Kingdom received from the 
United States aid to a total value of $3,597,500, or nearly £1,285 m., 
during the six years from 1948 to 30 June 1954. 

8 Dec.—Greece. In reply to a question in the Commons, Sir 
Anthony Eden, Foreign Secretary, said that the Government had again 
protested to the Greek Government about subversive broadcasts to 
Cyprus by Athens Radio and had received an assurance that offensive 
matter would not in future be included. He added that the position was 
being carefully watched. : 

9 Dec.—Soviet Note to western Powers (see U.S.S.R.). 

12 Dec.—Mr Nutting on British position in event of an attack on 
Formosa (see United States). 

15 Dec.—lIraq. Nuri es-Said’s statement on the treaty with Great 
Britain (see Iraq). 


GREECE. 8 Dec.—British statement on Greek subversive broadcasts 
to Cyprus (see Great Britain). - 

14 Dec.—U.N. debate on Cyprus (see United Nations, General 
Assembly, Political Committee). 

Disorders. Forty-nine students and twenty-five policemen were 
injured in Athens during a student demonstration of protesting against 
the decision of the United States not to support the Greek appeal to the 
United Nations on Cyprus. Both American and British flags were 
stoned, and attempts were made to reach the embassies of the two 
countries. 

15 Dec.—Bulgaria. It was announced that Greco-Bulgarian 
negotiations over Bulgarian war reparations had broken down owing to 
Bulgarian insistence that the debts be offset against alleged pre-war 
Greek debts to Bulgaria. 

Government Appointments. Field-Marshal Papagos announced 
the appointment of three new Ministers and nine new under-secretaries. 
The new Ministers were: Mr Makkas, Minister of Commerce; Mr 
Polizogopoulos, Minister of Welfare, and Mr Stratos, Minister of 
Labour. Mr Papaligouras was confirmed as Minister of Economic 
Co-ordination, and Mr Eftaxias as Finance Minister. All the other 
Ministers retained their posts. 
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Cyprus. Field-Marshal Papagos referred in a broadcast to the U.N. 
debate on Cyprus and said: ‘During the debate, Greece’s friends and 
allies, including the United States, have not observed an attitude 
imposed by the principles of free peoples and the United Nations, and 
have forgotten the Greek people’s feelings, sacrifices, and struggles.’ 


INDIA. 7 Dec.—Ministerial Appointments. The appointmehts were 
announced of six new (non-Cabinet) Ministers, including that of Dr 
Syed Mahmud as Minister of State in the External Affairs Ministry. 

8 Dec.—Cyprus. Mr Nehru, Prime Minister, told Parliament that 
India was in favour of the people of Cyprus exercising their right to self- 
determination. 

13 Dec.—Preventive Detention Act. Parliament agreed, after a 
four-day debate, to extend the Act for a further period of three years. 
During the debate the Home Minister, Mr Katju, had said that the Act 
was necessary while the Communists preached a policy of violence. 

Cambodia. The Government announced its decision to establish a 
diplomatic mission in Cambodia. 

Development. The Finance Minister, Sir Chintaman Deshmukh, 
told a meeting in Calcutta of the associated chambers of commerce that 
private industry had a definite place in India’s development, but some 
shift in emphasis was inevitable as the country’s economy developed. 

15 Dec.—Indian-Persian treaty of commerce and navigation (see 
Persia). 


INDO-CHINA. 4 Dec.—South Vietnam. An army battalion which 
had mutinied at Phan Rang in Southern Annam in favour of the Prime 
Minister, Ngo Dinh Diem, during his dispute with army chiefs (see 
p. 766) was reported to have blasted its way with explosives to Ca Na 
on the coast, about seventeen miles from Phan Rang, after having 
robbed the local treasury of 10 m. piastres. They were said to have the 
support of the local government representative, Colonel Nguyen 
Quang Huang, who had refused to allow French troops into the three 
coastal areas he controlled. 

Gen. Nguyen Van Vy, the acting Chief of Staff, instructed his troops 
to help the Government in its work of reconstruction. 

6 Dec.—Siamese threat of force to move Vietnamese refugees (see 
Stam). 

8 Dec.—South Vietnam. Army Appointments. It was announced 
that, at the request of the Prime Minister, Mr Ngo Dinh Diem, the 
Emperor Bao Dai had appointed Gen. Van Ty as Chief of Staff of 
the Army and Gen. Van Vy as Inspector-General. 

10 Dec.—Northern Vietnam. Agreement was reached between 
the Viet Minh and the French delegation in northern Vietnam headed 
by M. Sainteny about the conditions in which French business firms 
should operate in northern Vietnam. It was understood that the agree- 
ment provided that there would be no discrimination against French 
firms; that they should be given facilities for the purchase of machinery 
and raw materials; that they would be allowed to export their profits to 
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Indo-China (continued) 
the franc zone; and that the engagement of labour would be un- 
restricted. 

11 Dec.—South Vietnam. It was reported that the army had gone 
into action twenty miles south-east of Long Xuyen against forces, under 
Colonel Ba Cut, of the Hoa Hao sect which was supporting the Govern- 
ment. . 

12 Dec.—The Prime Minister announced in an order of the day to 
the army that he was ready to forgive the ‘misguided’ supporters of the 
former Chief of Staff, Gen. Van Hinh, and he invited all ranks to 
demonstrate their loyalty. 

15 Dec.—Visit of King of Cambodia to Siam (see Siam). 


INDONESIA. 10 Dec.—U.N. vote on Western New Guinea (see 
United Nations, General Assembly). 


IRAQ. 6 Dec.—Israel. The authorities announced that no Spitfire 
fighters for Burma would be allowed to fly over their territory in future. 
Three aircraft were ordered to return to Nicosia airport, their previous 
stop. They were part of a consignment which had been sold to Burma 
by Israel. 

13 Dec.—Foreign Minister on a new agreement with Britain (see 
Egypt). sinha 

15 Dec.—Anglo-Iraqi Treaty. Nuri es-Said, Prime Minister, told 
Parliament that the Government intended to terminate the Anglo- 
Iraqi treaty of alliance before the date of its expiry in October 1957. He 
hoped to make a full statement to Parliament in February or March 


1955- 


ISRAEL. 3 Dec.—Border incident (see Fordan). 

6 Dec.—Egyptian decision to drop charges against Bat Galim crew 
(see United Nations, Security Council). ‘ 

Iraqi ban on flights over Iraq of aircraft sold to Burma by Israel (see 
Iraq). 

10 Dec.—Gen. Burns’s condemnation of the use of mortar fire in 
border incidents (see Jordan). 

Syria. Five Israeli soldiers, who were reported to have been on 
patrol along the Israeli-Syrian border, were captured and detained by 
Syrians. 

12 Dec.—The Air Force announced that a Syrian passenger aircraft 
on its way from Damascus to Cairo had been intercepted over Israeli 
territory that morning by the Israel Air Force and forced to land at 
Lydda airport. The aircraft was being held and the crew of four and 
four of the passengers were being detained. One passenger, an American, 
was allowed to proceed to Cyprus. 

13 Dec.—It was learnt that of the eight persons detained all had been 
released except two members of the crew and two passengers, one of 
whom was a member of the Syrian diplomatic mission in Cairo. They 
were said to be awaiting further investigation. 
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The Syrian Government lodged a complaint with the U.N. com- 
mission, stating that the Israeli act was ‘premeditated’ and that the air- 
craft was over Syrian territory when accosted by Israeli fighters. 

14 Dec.—The Israeli authorities released the Syrian passenger air- 
craft. 


ITALY. 3 Dec.—The foreign affairs committee of the Chamber of 
Deputies approved the Paris agreements on west European Union and 
the admission of Germany to N.A.T.O. by 19 votes to 11. 

4 Dec.—Anti-Communist Measures. Signor Scelba, Prime Minis- 
ter, told the Council of Ministers that long investigations had confirmed 
that the Italian Communist Party had been profiting from a ‘vast 
network of business contacts’ which were often facilitated by political 
friends in public administrations, by central private contractors, and by 
‘the aid of foreign States’. 

The Council decided that, to break such privileged positions (1) 
all concessions should be re-examined and revoked if found to have been 
illegally obtained, or to be contrary to public interest, or ‘used to 
favour totalitarian movements’; (2) that the list of approved firms for 
handling public contracts should be revised and that those ‘created to 
favour totalitarian movements’ should be excluded; (3) that co-opera- 
tive societies should be more strictly supervised to discover those which 
had become political instruments; (4) that firms working in favour of 
anti-democratic organizations should receive no more orders from the 
State and should be refused licences for foreign trade; (5) that steps 
should be taken to ensure that the most responsible public posts were 
entrusted only to persons whose fidelity to the democratic State was 
unquestionable; and (6) that labour exchanges be more closely super- 
vised to eliminate abuses resulting from Communist influence. 

Communist Broadcasts. Signor Martino, Foreign Minister, 
announced that he had recently protested to the Czechoslovak Govern- 
ment about systematically defamatory broadcasts from Prague in 
Italian. 

13 Dec.—Paris Agreements. The debate on the Bill for the rati- 
fication of the Paris agreements opened in the Chamber of Deputies. 

14 Dec.—Czechoslovakia. It was learnt that, in a reply to the 
Italian protest regarding defamatory broadcasts from Prague, the 
Czechoslovak Government had expressed their desire to ‘eliminate 
manifestations which could hurt normal collaboration and under- 
standing’ with Italy and, with due regard to guarantees of freedom of 
speech in the constitution, to ensure that there should be no personal 
attacks. The Czechoslovak Government hoped the Italian Government 
would appreciate this effort and, on its part, prevent the transmission of 
broadcasts insulting te the Czechoslovak Republic and its representa- 
tives, 

Monarchist Party. The Monarchist Party concluded a congress in 
Milan at which resolutions adopted expressed opposition to agrarian 
reform and to the Government’s land policy, support for the Paris 
agreements, and condemnation of the Trieste agreement. 
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JAPAN. 6 Dec.—South Korea. The Foreign Ministry stated that 
South Korea had seized twenty-three Japanese fishing boats with a 
total of 335 seamen during 1954. Only four of the boats and 136 seamen 
had been returned. 

7 Dec.—Government’s Resignation. Mr Yoshida’s Government 
resigned and Mr Yoshida also gave up the presidency of the Liberal 
Party to Mr Ogata. 

The Speaker of the Lower House, Mr Tsutsumi, also resigned 
following accusations of partiality by the new Japan Democratic Party, 

9g Dec.—Mr Hatoyama, president of the Japan Democratic Party, 
was elected Prime Minister by 257 votes to 191 in the Lower House. He 
was also elected by a large majority in the Upper House. He received 
the support of the right-wing and left-wing Socialists against Mr 
Ogata, the Liberal Party’s new president, who obtained only Liberal 
support and a few other stray votes. 

The Japan Democratic Party and both Socialist parties issued a joint 
statement announcing that they had agreed to dissolve the Diet at the 
end of January and to hold a general election in March. 

Mr Ogata denounced the Democratic-Socialist alliance which, he 
said, involved the proponents of rearmament joining hands with anti- 
rearmament Socialists. 

10 Dec.—New Government. Mr Hatoyama announced his 
Government which included: Mr Mamoru Shigemitsu, Foreign 
Minister and Deputy Prime Minister; Mr Hisato Ichimada, Finance 
Minister; Mr Tanzan Ishibashi, Minister for International Trade and 
Industry; Mr Shiro Hanamura, Minister of Justice. 

(Mr Shigemitsu was Foreign Minister during the latter part of the 
war. He was imprisoned in 1948 as a war criminal but released on parole 
in 1950.) 

11 Dec.—-Mr Shigemitsu, Foreign Minister, said that Japan was 
willing to restore normal relations with Russia and Communist China 
‘on mutually acceptable terms, without prejudice, however, to our 
basic collaboration with the Free Nations’. 


JORDAN. 3 Dec.—Border Incident. An official communiqué stated 
that an Israeli patrol had killed two Jordanians and wounded a third 
by firing at them across the frontier near Zeitah village in Tulkeram sub- 
district. An exchange of fire had lasted for several hours. An immediate 
investigation and an urgent meeting of the mixed armistice commission 
had been requested. 

8 Dec.—Egypt. Crowds demonstrated in Amman against the death 
sentences carried out in Egypt against members of the Muslim Brother- 
hood. The Brotherhood in Jordan proclaimed a general strike and day of 
mourning for 10 December. 

10 Dec.—Gen. Burns, Chief of Staff of the truce supervision organi- 
zation, in a letter to the senior Jordan delegate to the Mixed Armistice 
Commission, agreed that the use of mortar fire by Israeli forces during 
an incident on 3 December was not justified and said he would request 
the Israeli military authorities to instruct border guards not to use 
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mortar fire as a retaliatory measure or to cover the withdrawal of 
elements. The letter was in reply to a representation by the Jordan 
delegate that a paragraph condemning the use of mortar fire in a 
Jordan resolution on the incident should have received the chairman’s 
vote. Gen. Burns added that he considered the chairman was right in not 
supporting the paragraph because resolutions should be confined to 
statements of proved fact and should not include moral judgements. 


KENYA. 6 Dec.—Persian Oil Case. The Court of Appeai of Eastern 
Africa dismissed an appeal against a decision of the Aden Supreme 
Court in January 1953 that goo tons of oil carried from the Persian 
Gulf by the tanker Rose Mary was still the property of the Anglo- 
Iranian Oil Company. The appellants were the master of the Rose Mary 
and the charterers, the Bubenberg Company, Switzerland. Costs were 
awarded to Anglo-Iranian. 

Emergency Figures. It was announced that in the week ended 
4 December security forces killed ninety Mau Mau terrorists and 
captured twenty-three; 283 suspects were detained. Security forces’ 
casualties were two Africans killed and one wounded. 

Private Leslie Arthur Hughes, the Kenya Regiment, was found not 
guilty at a court martial in Nairobi on all three charges of alleged ill- 
treatment of a Kikuyu woman during interrogation at Ngararinga on 
13 September. 

7 Dec.—A White Paper was issued containing the decisions of the 
Government for implementing the Carpenter Report on African wages. 

13 Dec.—Emergency Figures. Figures for the week ended 11 Dec- 
ember showed that seventy-two terrorists were killed, eighteen captured, 
and 224 suspects were detained. Nine African civilians were murdered 
and eleven wounded. 

14 Dec.—The Government presented to the Legislature a paper 
containing a statement of policy on the recommendations of the report 
of the Kenya police commission published in February. 


KOREA. 6 Dec.-—Japanese complaint re South Korean seizure of 
fishing vessels (see Japan). 

9 Dec.—Twelve members resigned from the Liberal Party in protest 
against the constitutional amendment enabling President Rhee to seek 
re-election. 

12 Dec.—It was learnt that President Rhee had expelled five mem- 
bers from the Liberal Party for collaboration with the Opposition in the 
Assembly. 


LIBYA. 4 Dec.—Government Changes. It was announced that the 
Prime Minister, Mustapha ben Halim, had taken over the Foreign 
Affairs portfolio and that the Foreign Minister, Abdussalam Busairi, had 
been appointed Governor of Tripolitania in place of Siddiq Muntasir. 
The federal Director-General of Education, Mahmoud Bishty, was 
appointed president of the Tripolitania Executive Council, succeeding 
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Libya (continued) 
Dr Muhieddin Fikini who became Nazir (provincial minister) of 
Justice. ; 

6 Dec.—French statement on French bases in the Fezzan (see France), 

9 Dec.—In the Speech from the Throne at the opening of the fourth 
session of Parliament, Mustapha Ben Halim, Prime Minister, said that 
relations with Britain were good and based on complete respect for the 
terms of the Anglo-Libyan treaty. He expressed satisfaction with 
modifications in the Libyan-American agreement which ensured more 
American help for development. In regard to France, he said that in 
response to the Libyan Parliament’s desire the Government would not 
renew the provisional agreement with France, due to expire at the end 
of the year, concerning the stationing of French troops in the Fezzan. 
Nor would it agree to French troops being stationed in any part of 
Libya. 

11 Dec.—Sherif Muhiddin Senussi, nephew of Queen Fatima, was 
sentenced to death for the murder of Ibrahim el Shalhi, Minister for 
Palace Affairs, on 5 October. 


MALTA. 10 Dec.—-Dr Borg Olivier, Prime Minister, advised the 
Governor to dissolve the Legislative Assembly as the formation of an 
alternative or national Government had proved impossible. 


MOROCCO. 9 Dec.—U.N. debate (see United Nations, General 
Assembly, Political Committee). 

12 Dec.—Six persons were sentenced to death in Casablanca and a 
number of others to prison sentences for a series of bomb outrages a 
year earlier. 

At Oujda fifteen persons received death sentences and sixty-three 
sentences of imprisonment on charges connected with the outbreak of 
terrorism on 16 August. 


NETHERLANDS. 10 Dec.—U.N. vote on Western New Guinea (see 
United Nations, General Assembly). 

15 Dec.—Statute of the Realm. Queen Juliana signed the deed of 
confirmation of the new statute of the realm under which Surinam and 
the Netherlands Antilles acquired autonomy in domestic affairs and a 
status of equality with the Netherlands in a single realm under the 
House of Orange. The statute provided that each of the three parts 
would subscribe to a joint policy for foreign affairs, defence, culture, 
social affairs, and economic matters. 

Soviet Embassy. The Government stated in a memorandum to the 
Lower House that since the death of Stalin the personnel of the Soviet 
Embassy at The Hague had been doubled in the political sections and 
more than doubled in the commercial section, and there had been the 
addition of a military attaché and a naval attaché with their staffs. The 
Government did not see that the relations between the two countries 
demanded such a great extension, and the attention of the Soviet 
Ambassador had been drawn to the facts. 
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ORGANIZATION FOR EUROPEAN ECONOMIC CO-OPERA- 
TION. 13 Dec.—The O.E.E.C. published its annual report on the 
economy of France. 


PAKISTAN. 4 Dec.—Death sentences on members of Muslim 
Brotherhood (see Egypt). 

Muslim Brotherhood. Nine political and religious organizations, 
including the Muslim League, passed a joint resolution warning the 
Egyptian Government to change its ‘inimical attitude’ towards the 
Muslim Brotherhood, failing which, they said, the Muslims of the 
world would approach the United Nations to stop the atrocities that 
were being perpetrated in Egypt. They also decided to send a deputation 
to the Governor-General and the Prime Minister asking them to 
intervene with the Egyptian Government. 

10 Dec.—Mr Fazlur Rahman was expelled from Karachi and ordered 
to reside in East Bengal. He had been active in organizing in the (dis- 
solved) Constituent Assembly a majority opposed to the Governor- 
General. 

14 Dec.—Mr Suhrawardy. Mr Suhrawardy received a vote of 
confidence and was granted plenary powers by sixty-two Jinnah 
Awami leaders meeting in Karachi. 


PERSIA. 2 Dec.—Persian-Soviet Agreement. Persia and the Soviet 
Union signed an agreement under which the Soviet Union agreed to 
pay war debts amounting to 11 tons of gold and over $8 m., and the 


two countries agreed to co-operate in mapping the revised frontier 
between the two countries. 

14 Dec.—Shah’s visit to U.S.A. (see United States). 

15 Dec.—India. A treaty of commerce and navigation between 
Persia and India was signed in Tehran. 


PERU. 4 Dec.—South Pacific Conference. Representatives of Peru, 
Chile, and Ecuador, meeting in Lima, signed six conventions. The first 
related to sanctions against intruders into territorial waters. 'The second 
declared a maritime frontier zone of twelve miles from the coast 
reserved to nations of each of the three countries. The third extended 
maritime sovereignty up to 200 miles. The fourth dealt with methods 
of exercising sovereignty and control of the maritime zones. The fifth 
indicated willingness to consider the granting of permits to exploit the 
riches of the South Pacific Ocean. And the sixth provided that a 
permanent committee of representatives of Peru, Chile, and Ecuador 
should meet yearly. 

7 Dec.—Onassis Whalers. The British Ambassador asked the 
Foreign Minister for an extension of the time limit (due to expire that 
day) for the payment of the $3 m. fine imposed on Mr Onassis on 
29 November (see p. 773). 

13 Dec.—The fine of $3 m. was paid by Lloyd’s agents as insurers of 
Mr Onassis. The four whalers and the factory ship were then released. 
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PHILIPPINES. 15 Dec.—United States-Philippine trade agreement 
(see United States). 


POLAND. 8 Dec.—It was learnt that Gen. Stanislaw Radkiewicz, 
Minister of State Security, had been relieved of his post and appointed 
Minister of State Farms. The Ministry of State Security was being 
abolished and replaced by a Ministry of Home Affairs (responsible for 
police, fire brigade, internal security forces, and frontier guards) and a 
Committee of State Security. Mr Wladyslaw Dworakowski had been 
appointed chairman of the Committee of State Security and Mr 
Wladyslaw Wicha Minister of Home Affairs. 

U.S. rejection of Polish charge re Polish ships seized by Chinese 
Nationalists (see United States). 


RHODESIA AND NYASALAND. 5 Dec.—Northern Rhodesia. The 
Rhodesian Selection Trust issued a statement of policy on African 
advancement in the Northern Rhodesian copper mining industry. It 
included the following aims: (1) to create a situation where the only 
bar to an African would be the need to prove that he was worth the rate 
for the job; (2) to discuss with the European employees the provision 
of adequate safeguards to meet their justifiable concern about the 
effect of African advancement; the group recognized the right under 
collective bargaining principles for a union to negotiate with the com- 
panies regarding jobs; (3) to accept the principle of ‘equal basic pay 
for work of equal value’, provided that the European union agreed to 
amend the schedule of occupations so as to provide, from within the 
European field, work within the capacity of Africans, and to agree rates 
of pay for such work with due regard to the value of each job; (4) on 
the basis of the above to discuss with the European union and other 
representative organizations what alterations to the existing agreement 
were required and how the advancement of Africans might best be 
effected in practice. 


RUMANIA. 4 Dec.—West Germany. Rumania and west Germany 
signed in Vienna a new economic treaty for 1955 doubling the amount 
of trade between the two countries. 


SAUDI ARABIA. 2 Dec.—West German mission to King Saud (see 
Germany). 


SIAM. 6 Dec.—Vietnamese Refugees. Marshal Pibul Songgram, 
Prime Minister, said that he was prepared to use force to evacuate some 
50,000 Vietnamese refugees from north-east Siam which he described 
as a beachhead for Communist infiltration. Siam had no diplomatic 
relations with north Vietnam and the refugees would have first to go to 
the south. They had fled from Laos at the beginning of the Indo- 
Chinese war. 

12 Dec.—U.S. Aid. On arrival back from his world tour, Gen. Phao 
Sriyanond, Chief of Police, announced an allocation of $28 m. of U.S. 
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aid up to the end of June 1955, with the possibility of more later in 1955. 
15 Dec.—King Norodom Sihanouk of Cambodia arrived in Bangkok 
on a six-day State visit. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 2 Dec.—New Government. The new Govern- 
ment was announced as follows: Prime Minister and Minister of External 
Affairs, Mr Strijdom; Finance, Mr Louw; Justice, Mr Swart; Native 
Affairs, Mr Verwoerd; Defence, Mr Erasmus; Transport, Mr Schoeman ; 
Economic Affairs and Mines, Dr Van Rhyn; Interior, Dr Dénges; Posts 
and Telegraphs, Mr Serfontein; Agriculture, Mr le Roux; Education and 
Forestry, Mr Viljoen; Health, Mr Naude; Labour, Mr De Klerk; 
Lands and Irrigation, Mr Sauer. 

3 Dec.—Mr Strijdom, Prime Minister, said in a broadcast that his 
Government would give equal and fair treatment to both sections of the 
European community, that the non-European population would be 
treated fairly, and that the Union would follow a ‘good neighbour’ 
policy towards African and other like-minded world Powers. 

4 Dec.—Mr Louw, Minister of Finance, said in a statement that the 
same financial and general economic policy would be continued as dur- 
ing the previous six years and that private initiative would enjoy the 
same rights as in the past. 

Mr Strijdom, Prime Minister, speaking in his constituency in the 
Transvaal, said that he believed that apartheid must be speeded up and 
extended. ‘But in this we must work with the help of the whites and on 
the basis of good race relationships. We must persuade the non- 
Europeans that this policy is most advantageous for them, too.’ 

11 Dec.—Mr Strijdom, speaking in Bloemfontein, said that one of 
the cornerstones of Nationalist policy was the maintenance of the white 
man’s domination, allied with justice and fairness to non-Europeans 
who must have the right to develop their own areas according to their 
nature and ability. Other party principles were that South Africa’s 
interests should always come first; that South Africa had the unfettered 
right to choose its own form of constitution according to the majority 
will of its people; and that the two European groups had equal language 
rights. He said there was no question of interfering with the rights of 
the courts which must be respected, but Parliament, next to God, was 
the highest authority in South Africa. 


SPAIN. 5 Dec.—Gibraltar. Madrid newspapers printed prominently 
an account of a press interview given by Gen. Franco in which he 
stated: ‘We believe that Gibraltar is a letter of credit with a fixed date 
R of — the payment of which may be delayed, but in the end will be 
collected.’ 

The Succession. Gen. Franco also said that all contingencies were 
provided for in the ‘law of succession’ which was approved by the 
Cortes and also by a go per cent favourable national referendum. 


SUDAN. 7 Dec.—The Governor-General refused to give his consent 
for Parliament to debate a National Unionist motion deploring the 
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Sudan (continued) 

removai from power in Egypt of Gen. Nagib and the sentences passed 
on members of the Muslim Brotherhood. (It was the first time Si 
Robert Howe had used his special powers since self-government was 
introduced.) 


SYRIA. 4 Dec.—Egyptian sentences on members of the Muslim League 
(see Egypt). 

5 Dec.—Anti-Nasser pro-Muslim demonstrations took place in 
Damascus. 

The foreign affairs committee of Parliament decided to ask the 
Foreign Minister, who was in Cairo, to intercede with the Egyptian 
Government for a reduction of the sentences passed on members of the 
Muslim Brotherhood. Deputies of all parties also joined in making a 
similar appeal to the Government. 

8 Dec.—Egypt. Students demonstrated in Damascus against the 
Egyptian revolution council because of the death sentences carried 
out on members of the Muslim Brotherhood. A day of mourning was 
proclaimed for 10 December. 

10 Dec.—Capture of five Israelis on border (see Israel). 

12 Dec. et seq.—Detention of Syrian aircraft (see Israel). 

13 Dec.—Syrian complaint to U.N. commission (see Israel). 


TANGANYIKA. 2 Dec.—Legislative Council. The Governor 
announced that from the start of the next session unofficial membership 
of the Legislative Council would be ten Africans, ten Asians (including 
Arabs), and ten Europeans, with thirty-one official members. (The 
existing membership was fifteen official members and fourteen un- 
official of whom seven were Europeans, three Asian, and four African.) 


TUNISIA. 8 Dec.—Commenting on the results of the appeal to the 
fellagha, Gen. Boyer de la Tour, French Resident-General, said that 
the operation had succeeded to the extent of go per cent, and that arms 
handed in had been 80 per cent of the estimated total. 

10 Dec.—A joint Franco-Tunisian statement announced that 2,514 
fellagha had responded to the appeal offering an amnesty to those laying 
down their arms. The Resident-General and the Tunisian Government 
had agreed on the necessary steps to deprive the remainder of the 
‘possibility of doing further harm’. 

13 Dec.—It was announced that the total number of fellagha who had 
surrendered was 2,713, though this included a certain number of men 
who were not really fellagha but had been in hiding from the police 
because of various charges, mainly political. 

14 Dec.—Disorders. Seven bomb attacks, six in Tunis and one at 
Sfax, were made against the homes of Tunisian nationalists, including 
M. André Barouch, vice-President of the Tunisian Chamber of Com- 
merce. Considerable damage was caused but no casualties were reported 
except from Sfax where a girl was slightly injured. 

15 Dec.—Two unexploded sticks of explosive were discovered close 
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to the homes of a Tunisian trade union official at Hamman Lif and of a 
Tunisian farmer at Cap Bon. 
Mr Tahar ben Ammar, Prime Minister, condemned the new terrorist 
attacks and expressed confidence in the ‘representative of France’ to 
seek out and punish those responsible. 


TURKEY. 14 Dec.—U.N. debate on Cyprus (see United Nations, 
General Assembly, Political Committee). 

15 Dec.—Cyprus. Mr Menderes, Prime Minister, told the press that 
Turkey did not intend to let the Cyprus question damage her relations 
with Greece. If, however, Cyprus was ever ceded to Greece ‘violent 
reactions’ by Turkey must be expected; she would ‘defend her rights 
by all peaceful means’. The Government would continue to discourage 
demonstrations in Turkey and had counselled moderation on the 


Cypriot Turk representatives. 


UGANDA. 11 Dec.—The Uganda National Congress declared that 
the proposed new constitutional reforms for Buganda were designed to 
destroy everything that was African. Buganda would be given a position 
similar to that of Northern Ireland in the United Kingdom. 

14 Dec.—Buganda. The Great Lukiko of Buganda approved a 
resolution thanking the British Government for their new decision 
about the Kakaba but humbly requesting that he should be allowed to 
return immediately. 

The Lukiko agreed by 47 votes to 44 that a graduated tax should 
come into force on 1 January 1955. 


UNITED NATIONS 
General Assembly 

4 Dec.—Peaceful Use of Atomic Energy. The Assembly adopted 
unanimously the amended seven-Power resolution on the U.S. plan 
for the peaceful use of atomic energy which had been passed by the 
Political Committee on 23 November (see p. 776). The Soviet bloc 
had earlier again submitted its two amendments but was voted down 
by 43 votes to 5, and 46 votes to 6. The Soviet representative said that 
his vote for the seven-Power resolution should not be construed as 
approval for those provisions which ‘narrowed down’ the original scope 
of the plan, and he declared that in future negotiations Soviet Russia 
would continue to insist on the principles contained in the rejected 
amendments. 

U.S. Complaint re Imprisonment of U.S. Airmen in Com- 
munist China (see United States). 

Steering committee’s decision to place U.S. complaint on agenda (see 
Steering Committee). 

8 Dec.—The Assembly met to consider the United States complaint. 
Mr Lodge (U.S.A.) explained that his Government had repeatedly 
sought through the military armistice commission to obtain information 
on more than 2,000 missing persons on U.N. records, but he said their 
representations had always been brushed aside by the Communists, who 
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United Nations (continued) 

on the last occasion had shown their contempt by leaving the U.N. 
list of missing persons lying on the conference desk. The first that was 
known about the fate of the eleven airmen was when Peking Radio 
announced their conviction by a Chinese Communist people’s court on 
24. November. 

Mr Malik (Russia) repeated the Russian argument that the men were 
‘spies and diversionists’, and he maintained that it was a purely domestic 
concern of China and inadmissible to bring the matter before the 
United Nations. He alleged that there were inconsistencies in the 
American report on how the airmen were shot down and that these 
proved the falsity of the U.S. case. 

Mr Nutting (U.K.) strongly supported the U.S. appeal and 
described the Soviet case as a miserable worthless product of absurdity 
and hypocrisy. Replying to the suggestion that the machinery of the 
military armistice commission should have been more thoroughly 
employed before bringing the matter to the United Nations, he said 
that no fewer than five requests for information were made between 
g September 1953 and 17 August 1954 but no information was given 
to the armistice commission about the air crew. Approaches had also 
been made through the British Chargé d’Affaires in Peking as well as 
to the Chinese delegation at the Geneva conference. Many other ap- 
proaches had been made by the U.N. Command but all of them had been 
rebuffed. 

After some three hours of debate the Assembly agreed by 48 votes to 
5 with 4 abstentions to place the complaint on the agenda. By a further 
vote, it was agreed to begin discussion immediately. 

10 Dec.—The Assembly adopted by 47 votes to 5 (Soviet bloc) with 
6 abstentions (India, Indonesia, Yugoslavia, Afghanistan, Syria, and 
Yemen) a resolution sponsored by the fifteen nations which sent forces 
to Korea, stating that the U.S. complaint regarding the imprisonment 
of eleven U.S. airmen by the Chinese Communist authorities was well- 
founded, and requesting the Secretary-General in the name of the 
United Nations to seek their release and that of all other personnel of 
the U.N. Command still detained. 

Mr Hammarskjéld, Secretary-General, sent a telegram to Mr Chou 
En-lai, Chinese Prime Minister, informing him of the Assembly's 
resolution and asking if he could be received in Peking to take the matter 
up personally. He suggested a date soon after 26 December for the visit. 

It was reported in U.N. circles that Mr Hammarskjéld had sought the 
good offices of India and Sweden, through their diplomatic repre- 

sentatives in Peking, to sound out the possibilities of success in his 
approach. 

Western New Guinea. A resolution passed by the Political Com- 
mittee on 30 November requesting the Netherlands and Indonesia to 
‘pursue endeavours’ to find a solution to their dispute over the sov- 
ereignty of Dutch West New Guinea failed to obtain the necessary two- 
thirds majority in the Assembly and was therefore defeated. The vote 
was 34 to 23, with 3 abstentions. 
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General Assembly—Political Committee 

2 Dec.—Korea. Speaking in the debate on Korea, Mr Nutting 
(Britain) said there were two reasons why the Geneva conference had 
failed to sign a Korea peace treaty. The first was the insistence of 
China, North Korea, and Russia on schemes for the unification of 
Korea which rendered the holding of free, impartially supervised 
elections impossible. The second was the attitude which the Com- 
munist Government adopted towards the role of the United Nations 
in the Korean question. They had said at Geneva that the United 
Nations had lost their moral authority and their competence to deal 
with the problem impartially. Mr Nutting said the United Kingdom 
delegation rejected their contention. They would not accept that by 
taking up arms to fulfil their obligations to resist aggression, the United 
Nations had thereby forfeited their rights and duties as the supreme 
international organization. On the contrary, they believed they had 
strengthened their authority. In regard to the proposed Communist 
machinery for elections, its very nature would have been bound to 
paralyse any scheme for carrying out free elections. They proposed an 
all-Korean commission of equal representation from North and South 
Korea which could function only by agreement between the two sides. 
If this were not enough to hamstring the whole plan, they added a 
neutral supervising commission of Communist and non-Communist 
nations in equal numbers which also could function only by agree- 
ment between the two sides. It was the technique of the veto once more. 
Faced with these conditions, the United Kingdom delegation to the 
Geneva conference could only conclude reluctantly that further con- 
sideration of the Korean question by the conference would serve no 
useful purpose. Mr Nutting recommended that the Assembly should 
let time play its part in the hope that the future might offer better 
opportunities for a solution. At the same time the question should be 
kept before the United Nations. There must be no question of abdicat- 
ing United Nations responsibility. 

3 Dec.—Mr Pyun (South Korea) said that his Government stood by 
the proposals it had made at Geneva. It also supported the fifteen- 
nations’ report on the Geneva conference and had endorsed the 
fifteen-nation resolution. 

8 Dec.—Fifteen-Nation Resolution. The committee adopted by 50 
votes to §, with 4 abstentions, a resolution moved by the fifteen nations 
who fought under the U.N. flag in Korea. This approved the same 
fifteen nations’ report on the Geneva conference; reaffirmed that the 
objectives of the United Nations remained ‘the achievement by peaceful 
means of a unified, independent, and democratic Korea under a repre- 
sentative form of government and the full restoration of international 
peace and security in the area’; and expressed the hope that it would 
soon prove possible to make progress towards those objectives. 

Another resolution sponsored by India which merely took note of the 
Geneva report instead of approving it, was withdrawn at the last minute 
by Mr Menon. 

A Russian resolution calling for the early convening of a Korean 
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United Nations (continued) 
political conference was also withdrawn, and a fourth resolution, als 
sponsored by Russia, which sought to abolish the United Nations com. 
mission for the unification and rehabilitation of Korea, was rejected by 
51 votes to 5, with 1 abstention. 

9g Dec.—Morocco. The Syrian representative submitted a resolution 
sponsored by twelve Arab and Asian countries which, inter alia 
recommended negotiations between ‘the true representatives of the 
Moroccan people and the Government of France for the realization of 
the legitimate aspirations of the Moroccan people in conformity with 
the purposes and principles of the Charter’. The debate was boycotted 
by France. 

13 Dec.—The Asian-Arab bloc withdrew their resolution, saying they 
had learnt that negotiations were to be opened. The committee then 
adopted by 39 votes to 15, with 4 abstentions, a resolution postponing 
consideration of the question. Those opposing included Britain, United 
States, Australia, Belgium, Denmark, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Norway, Sweden, and South Africa. 

14 Dec.—Cyprus. The committee met to discuss a Greek resolution 
asking the Assembly ‘to express the wish that the principle of self- 
determination be applied to the people of Cyprus’. After a procedural 
discussion the committee decided by 28 votes to 16, with 16 abstentions, 
to give priority to a New Zealand resolution which recommended the 
Assembly ‘not to consider further’ the Greek request. 

Mr Munro (New Zealand) said in support of his resolution that the 
Greek request was made to bolster up her claim for the union of Greece 
and Cyprus. It was a territorial claim, a purely political question which 
must be considered in the light of all its political consequences. Cyprus 
was an essential part of any Middle Eastern and Mediterranean defence 
system. Any territorial dispute among the countries directly concerned 
with that area carried the danger of a deterioration, not only in their 
own relations, but in the security of the area which was of concern to 
members of the Balkan Alliance, of N.A.T.O., and of the British Com- 
monwealth. 

Mr Nutting (U.K.) said that his Government was not prepared to 
enter into a contentious and purposeless discussion on Cyprus, but 
he was authorized to speak on the procedural matter, and he accepted 
the New Zealand resolution. He said that discussion would do no good 
to the Cypriots. ‘Enosis does not mean self-government, it means in 
fact the opposite. Agitation for enosis can only hamper and delay the 
orderly progress towards self-government of the Greek- as well as the 
Turkish-speaking inhabitants of Cyprus.’ He gave a warning that to give 

further consideration to the question would be to play with fire and 
would only bring aid and comfort to those who sought to disrupt the 
free world. 

Mr Kyrou (Greece) said that the issue at stake was not a transfer of 
authority but the exercise of the right of self-determination, and he 
claimed that the reason why nothing had come of all the talk in the 
House of Commons about the imminent granting of a constitution was 
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due to the ‘inner contradiction’ between the concept of granting a truly 
liberal and democratic constitution while withholding the right of self- 
determination. A strong vote in favour of the Greek resolution would, 


; he declared, ‘help the British Government to move towards the solution 


already favoured by a large section of British public opinion, and which 
is also in confirmity with Britain’s liberal traditions’. 

Mr Selim Sarder (Turkey) supported the New Zealand resolution, 
saying that the Cyprus question was ‘artificially contrived’. 

Mr Lodge (United States) and the representatives of Denmark 
Sweden, Brazil, the Philippines, and Pakistan also supported the New 
Zealand resolution. 

Mr Malik (Russia) favoured U.N. consideration of the matter, saying 
that Article 1 of the Charter had been violated, and that it was ‘well 
known’ that a majority of the Cyprus population had been ‘clamouring 
for self-determination’. 

15 Dec.—The New Zealand resolution was approved by 49 votes to 
none with 11 abstentions after having been amended by El Salvador and 
Colombia so as to read: “The General Assembly, considering that for 
the time being it does not appear appropriate to adopt a resolution on 
the question of Cyprus, decides not to consider further the item 
entitled. . .’ ete. Greece voted for the amended resolution. The Soviet 
bloc, Australia, France, Luxembourg, Turkey, and South Africa ab- 
stained. 

During the debate Mr Kyrou (Greece) said the question could not 
be transformed into an issue between Greece and Turkey. Both 
countries should stand for the implementation of basic principles. He 
would support the amended resolution because of the inclusion of the 
words ‘for the time being’. 

Mr Nutting (U.K.) said that Britain would accept the resolution 
because she did not consider it prejudiced her position, but her vote 
did not imply acceptance of the Assembly’s competence in the matter 
in the future. 

Mr Sarper (Turkey) denied that he had taken a position against self- 
determination; he said he had only opposed its misuse. 


General Assembly—Special (ad hoc) Political Committee 

8 Dec.—South African Racial Policy. The committee voted by 
34 votes to 9, with 10 abstentions, to continue in existence the com- 
mission appointed to watch the working of apartheid in South Africa. 
The resolution also urged the Union to reconsider its position, taking 
into account the pledge of all member States to uphold fundamental 
freedoms without distinction of race or colour. 

9 Dec.—Soviet Complaint of U.S. responsibility for Acts of 
Aggression against Communist China. The Soviet delegate, Mr 
Sabolev, presented a resolution attributing responsibility to the U.S. 
Navy for aggressive acts against Communist China, and calling on the 
United States to put an end to such acts. 

Mr Sobolev said that American forces had prevented the Chinese 
people from ‘liberating’ Formosa which had been turned into a supply 


a 
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point for American forces in the Far East, and he maintained that such cI 
prevention was an intervention in China’s internal affairs. He said the ag 


Chinese Nationalists had received more than $1,100 m. from the United asi 
States and all sorts of modern equipment. The United States had | 
placed an embargo on trade with China and had attempted to blockade ha 
the coast. These facts showed that the United States was violating one 
of the fundamental principles of the U.N. Charter. | 

Mr Jackson (U.S.A.) said it was obvious that the United States hai fe © 


neither seized nor occupied Formosa. There were some 800 or goo th 
U.S. officers and men there training the Chinese Nationalist forces at ba 
the request of the Nationalist Government. He accused the Com- 
munists of deliberately distorting the Chinese Nationalists’ defensive ps 
actions in meeting attacks launched against Formosa and other national- Pt 
ist-held islands, and said that by such false accusations as those against r: 


the thirteen American airmen as well as by provocative armed attacks, 
the Chinese Communist regime sought to create the illusion of United 

States aggression. Had it not been for the U.S. Seventh Fleet the Chin- G 
ese Communists might have already launched an armed assault on 


Formosa. b 
10 Dec.—The committee rejected the Soviet resolution by 39 votes — U; 
to 5 with 7 abstentions. N; 


13 Dec.—Soviet Charge of ‘Violation of the Freedom of Naviga- 


tion in the Area of the China Seas’. Mr Malik (Russia) tabled a 
resolution noting that naval vessels based on Formosa and under the a 
control of the United States had carried out piratical attacks on merch- for 


ant vessels on the high seas, had seized the ships and used force against Ch 
their crews. It asked the Assembly to condemn such acts and to call ne 
upon the United States Government to prevent such acts in the future Ke 
and to liberate foreign merchant vessels and crews detained on Formosa. 

Mr Malik said attacks had been carried out against sixty-seven 
merchant vessels of a dozen nations, and he mentioned as examples an Ge 
attack on a Russian tanker seized on 21 June whose cargo had been 
looted and the crew subjected to violence, the seizure of two Polish 
vessels preceded by flights of military aircraft with markings of the U.S. 
Air Force, and an attack on a British ship on 1 December 1952 during To 
which she was fired on by aircraft, the captain murdered, and two of the 
crew wounded. After citing the United States order of 1950 placing 
Formosa and the Pescadores under the protection of the U.S. Seventh 


Fleet and the recent U.S.-Nationalist treaty, he declared that responsi- Int 
bility for these ‘piratical attacks’ fully belonged to the United States " 
since it controlled the Chiang Kai-shek forces. Pak 

Dr Tsiang (Nationalist China) replied by accusing the Soviet group ra 
of aggression against his Government in giving aid to the Chinese ee 
Communist regime, and he described Nationalist actions in the China Go 
Sea as self-defence in a struggle for existence. He said the two Polish nia 
ships mentioned by Mr Malik were owned by a Chinese Communist vali 
firm and had mainly Chinese crews with Chinese as political com- wail 


missars. The Russian ship was carrying petroleum to Shanghai. The 
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United Nations had banned the sale of petroleum to Communist 
China. Russia was now supplying the Communists with aircraft for use 
against Formosa, so his Government could hardly be expected to allow 
a Soviet ship to deliver petroleum to Shanghai. 

Mr Jackson (United States) said that 90,000 tons of aviation spirit 
had been shipped to Chinese ports in seventeen tankers sailing from 
Communist countries in Europe. 

Mr Pink (U.K.) said Nationalist naval forces had been responsible 
for a great many cases of interference with British ships, but he recalled 
that the most serious—the attack on a British naval launch—was the 
work of the Chinese Communists. 

15 Dec.—The committee adopted by 35 votes to 5, with 15 absten- 
tions, a resolution submitted by Cuba, the United States and the 
Philippines proposing that a summary of the records and documents 
of the committee’s meetings on the question should be submitted to the 
International Law Commission. 


General Assembly—Steering Committee 

6 Dec.—Detention of U.S. Airmen by Communist China. The 
committee decided by 10 votes to 2 (Russia and Czechoslovakia) with 2 
abstentions (Burma and Syria) to put on the Assembly’s agenda the 
United States’ complaint against the detention by China of United 
Nations military personnel in violation of the Korean armistice agree- 
ment. In opposing, Mr Malik (Russia) said that although the airmen 
wore uniforms they carried ‘indubitable’ evidence that they and the 
two civilians captured with them had ‘veered’ over Chinese territory 
for the purpose of espionage, and they had confessed their crimes in a 
Chinese people’s court. The Burmese and Syrian delegates abstained 
because they thought the question should be taken up first with the 
Korean military armistice commission as provided for in the armistice 
agreement. 


General Assembly—Trusteeship Committee 

13 Dec.—Togoland. The committee approved a report by its 
rapporteur embodying a proposal sponsored by India that machinery be 
set up to ascertain the wishes of the people of British-administered 
Togoland on their possible integration with the Gold Coast once their 
territory should have achieved independence, or some other status 
such as unification with French Togoland. 


International Bank 

10 Dec.—Indus Waters. By agreement with the Indian and 
Pakistan Governments, the Bank published the proposals of its experts 
for a solution of the Indus waters dispute. The proposals, which had 
been accepted as a basis for discussion subject to final approval by 
Governments, provided that the waters of the western rivers should be 
reserved to Pakistan and those of the eastern rivers to India, subject to a 
relatively short transition period. Under the existing terms of reference, 
technicians of the two countries, with the good offices of the Bank, 
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would seek to produce an agreed plan on such a basis by September 
1955- 


Security Council 

6 Dec.—Israeli-Egyptian Dispute re ‘Bat Galim’. The Egyptian 
representative notified the Security Council that the Egyptian judicial 
authorities had set aside, because of insufficient evidence, the c 
against the Bat Galim, and the men and the cargo would be released, 


U.N. Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization 

10 Dec.—The eighth general conference of Unesco ended at Monte- 
video. One of the decisions taken was that members of the executive 
board, although elected as individuals, must show that they represented 
their Governments. The Soviet Union was among those represented on 
the new board. A record budget of $20,600,000 was voted, the Ameri- 
can share being $6 m. and the British $1,600,000 for a two-year period, 
Research into problems of arid zones and into the peaceful uses of 
atomic energy were among the projects adopted. 

11 Dec.—Dismissals. It was announced that seven members of the 
Unesco Secretariat in Paris had been dismissed under new staff regula- 
tions agreed at the conference at Montevideo. All were U.S. citizens 
who had refused to appear before a U.S. loyalty board, one of them being 
Mr Leff. The staff association sent a telegram of protest to the Secretary- 
General. 


UNITED STATES. 2 Dec.—Field-Marshal Montgomery, Deputy 
Supreme Allied Commander in Europe, in an address to the English- 
speaking Union and the Foreign Policy Association, deplored the lack of 
a global organization to direct political or military strategy and said 
that as a result the dissipation of the free nations’ efforts in the cold war 
was tremendous. 

Nationalist China. Mr Dulles, Secretary of State, and Mr Yeh, 
Foreign Minister of Nationalist China, signed the U.S.-Chinese 
Nationalist mutual security agreement announced by Mr Dulles on 
1 December (see p. 781). 

China. President Eisenhower, at his press conference, rejected a 
demand by Senator Knowland for a naval blockade against Communist 
China as retaliation for the sentences on the thirteen American citi- 
zens, saying a blockade was an act of war and he would not take such a 
a step without consulting Congress. He also rejected Senator Know- 
land’s demand for a severance of diplomatic relations with Russia, and 
emphasized the need for patience and tireless effort in seeking out every 
avenue which might lead to better understanding of the honesty of 
American intentions. 

Senator McCarthy. On a final motion before the Senate Senator 
McCarthy was condemned by 67 votes to 22 for having abused and 
flouted the elections sub-committee three years earlier and for having 
abused the special Watkins committee which had recommended that he 
be censured. 
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4 Dec.—Appeal to United Nations re Imprisoned American 
Airmen. Mr Lodge, United States delegate, sent a letter to the 
Secretary-General asking that the case of the eleven American airmen 
imprisoned by the Chinese Communists should be given urgent con- 
sideration. He said that the airmen were in a U.S. Air Force Bag air- 
craft on a mission of the United Nations command in Korea when it 
was attacked fifteen miles south of the Yalu river near the North Korean 
town of Sunchon and shot down on 12 January 1953. The officers and 
men had been captured. More than a year and a half later and long 
after the conclusion of the Korean armistice agreement providing for 
the release of all captured personnel desiring repatriation, they had 
been brought to trial and sentenced to long terms of imprisonment by 
the Chinese Communist authorities. That action was ‘a clear-cut 
violation’ of the armistice agreement. The United States believed that 
the conduct of the Chinese Communist authorities had created ‘a 
serious situation’ for the United Nations, and required that it should act 
‘promptly and decisively’ to secure the release of the prisoners. The 
letter stated that the Governments of other nations having troops in 
Korea shared the feeling of indignation at the violation of the armistice 
agreement. 

5 Dec.—Nationalist China. The Defence Department announced 
that the United States was giving two more destroyers to the Chinese 
Nationalist Government in Formosa. 

6 Dec.—U.N. decision to place U.S. complaint against China on 
agenda (see United Nations, Steering Committee). 

7 Dec.—Senator McCarthy. Senator McCarthy, in a statement to 
his investigating committee, made a personal attack on President 
Eisenhower for alleged weakness in dealing with the Communists, say- 
ing that on the one hand he ‘congratulates senators who hold up the 
work of our committee, and on the other hand urges that we be patient 
with the Communist hoodlums who as of this very moment are tortur- 
ing and brainwashing American uniformed men in Communist 
dungeons’. 

The White House replied by issuing the latest figures of action by the 
Department of Justice since the Republican Party took office. These 
showed, in part, that fifty Communist Party leaders had been con- 
victed and forty-nine indicted; sixty-two new organizations had been 
added to the Department’s subversive list; and 129 alien subversives 
had been deported and 410 others were awaiting deportation. 

8 Dec.—Poland. The State Department announced that the Govern- 
ment had sent a sharp rebuff to persistent Polish inquiries about the 
fate of the Polish ships Praca and Gottwald, seized by the Chinese 
Nationalists. A Polish Note of 20 November had alleged that U.S. 
aircraft had placed the two ships under surveillance and that the U.S. 
authorities were really responsible for their seizure. The U.S. Note said 
that if the Polish Government were really interested in pursuing the 
matter in a practical way, rather than despatching a number of Notes to 
Washington purely for propaganda purposes, it should approach the 
Chinese Nationalist Government through diplomatic channels. It 
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United States (continued) 

denied that the United States was in any way responsible and dissocigt- 
ed itself from the decision of twenty-two members of both crews to seek 
asylum in the United States. The U.S. Seventh Fleet and its aircraft 
would continue to carry out its task in Formosan waters, but only to 
promote Far Eastern security. 

U.N. Assembly’s decision to debate U.S. complaint against Chin 
(see U.N. General Assembly). 

Ceylon. Sir John Kotelawala, Ceylon Prime Minister, arrived in 
Washington for talks with President Eisenhower. 

9 Dec.—Soviet Note to western Powers (see U.S.S.R.). 

Aid to Asia. Mr Stassen, director of F.O.A., announced that a plan 
for an economic aid programme for Asia was well advanced. 

11 Dec.—The 60,000 ton aircraft carrier, Forrestal, the largest 
warship ever built, was launched at Newport News, Virginia. 

12 Dec.—Formosa. Mr Nutting, chief British delegate to the 
United Nations, said in a television interview that a Communist attack 
on Formosa would be an attack on a member of the United Nations 
and would therefore involve Britain as a U.N. member. 

China. The American authorities confirmed that passports were 
being withheld from thirty-five Chinese subjects who wished to return 
to their own country. 

Soviet reply to U.S. protest re shooting down of American aircraft 
(see U.S.S.R.). 

13 Dec.—Persia. The Shah of Persia arrived in Washington ona 
goodwill visit. 

14 Dec.—Chinese Nationals in the United States. A State 
Department spokesman told the press that the Government had never 
considered ‘trading’ the thirty-five Chinese students in the United 
States for the Americans held in China; there was no connection be- 
tween the eleven American airmen sentenced in China and the thirty- 
five Chinese subjects who were at large in the United States but denied 
permission to return home. He explained that out of the 4,500 Chinese 
students in the United States when Peking intervened in Korea, only 
450 sought permission to return home, and by the sprng of 1954 these 
had narrowed down to a hard core of 124 who were denied travel 
papers. The others were allowed to return. After exchanges on the 
subject at the Geneva conference a further review disclosed that only 
sixty-seven of the hard core wished to return home, and permission 
had been given to all but thirty-five. These thirty-five had acquired 
skills in scientific fields that might be used against the United States 
and they were being detained under security regulations. 

15 Dec.—Philippines. It was announced that the United States 
and the Philippines had signed an agreement revising their trade 
relations for the next nineteen years. 


U.S.S.R. 2 Dec.—Persian-Soviet agreement (see Persia). 
Conference on European Security. The Soviet-sponsored confer- 
ence in Moscow attended by representatives of east European States 
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issued on its conclusion a joint declaration. This stated that the realiza- 
tion of the Paris agreements would bring about a serious deterioration 
in the European situation, would create new and greater obstacles to the 
reunification of Germany, and would transform western Germany 
into a dangerous hotbed of a new war in Europe. It alleged that the 
agreements envisaged the creation of a west German army of 500,000 
men, that German militarists reckoned on an expansion of this army 
to twelve, then thirty, and then to sixty divisions, and that this German 
army would ultimately occupy a dominant position in western Europe. 

It alleged further that, contrary to international agreements, war 
industry was being openly restored in western Germany, in particular, 
the Ruhr coal industry was being switched over to a greater extent to 
armaments production, and that the agreements opened the way for 
atomic and hydrogen weapons in west Germany, as well as the supply 
of atomic weapons to Germany by other countries. In the view of the 
conference implementation of the agreements would greatly increase the 
danger of an atomic war. On the other hand, if the plans to remilitarize 
west Germany were dropped, free all-German elections could be held 
in 1955, leading to the formation of ‘an all-German united, demo- 
cratic and peace-loving Germany’. Any action taken by peace-loving 
States in the event of ratification would be in conformity with the 
inalienable right of States to self-defence, and also in conformity with 
the U.N. Charter and previous agreements aimed against a revival of 
German militarism. 

The statement went on to say that genuine security for Europe could 
only be realized by a system of collective security in which all European 
States including Germany would participate. The United States could 
also take part. The system should provide that aggression against one 
or several States in Europe would be regarded as aggression against all 
members, and each State would afford assistance to the State attacked 
by all means at its disposal including armed force. Such a system would 
avoid the transformation of west Germany into a militarist State and 
would create favourable conditions for the restoration of German unity. 

In the event of ratification of the Paris agreements, the States taking 
part in the conference would implement joint measures for the organiza- 
tion of their armed forces and their command, as well as other measures 
necessary to strengthen their defensive capacity. 

The observer from the Chinese People’s Republic pledged his Gov- 
ernment’s support for the declaration. 

7 Dec. et seg.—French announcement of approach to Russia re 
Austrian question (see France). 

_9 Dec.—Note to Western Powers. Moscow Radio announced that 
similar Notes had been delivered to the British, French, and U.S. 
Governments warning them of the consequences of ratification of the 
Paris agreements. The Notes, which were in reply to the western 
Powers’ Note of 29 November, repeated the Soviet argument that the 
agreements were incompatible with the Franco-Soviet, Anglo-Soviet, 
Potsdam, and other international agreements and that their implementa- 
tion would lead to the transformation of west Germany into a militarist 
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U.S.S.R. (continued) 
State, would prevent German reunification, and would lead to an in. 
tensification of tension. The so-called limitations of German militarism — 
and the paper guarantees contained in the agreements did not enjoy 
the confidence of European peoples. The conference in Moscow testi. | 
fied to the desire of the Soviet Union and other participating States to 
achieve agreement in the interests of strengthening peace in Europe, 
whereas the refusal of the four western Powers to take part either in that 
conference or in a four-Power conference on Germany testified to the 
absence of any such aspirations on their side. If the agreements were 
implemented the Soviet Union and other ‘peace-loving’ States would be 
compelled to take measures to step up their armaments. The North 
Atlantic countries would therefore be responsible for an intensification 
of the arms race and for increasing the danger of a new war in Europe, 

As regards the Austrian question, the Soviet position had been 
expressed at the Berlin conference and in Soviet Notes. 

10 Dec.—Paris Agreements. Speaking in Moscow at a meeting to 
mark the tenth anniversary of the Franco-Soviet pact, Mr Molotoy 
declared that the Paris agreements were incompatible with the Franco- 
Soviet pact, and repeated the warning that their ratification would com- 
pel the Soviet Union to take measures ‘not less mighty than the growing | 
forces of the west’. 

12 Dec.—United States. In a Note in reply to the United States 
protest of 17 November (claiming that a Superfortress had been shot 
down on 7 November), the Government repeated its claim that the air- 
craft had violated Soviet air space and had been the first to open fire. 
It stated that the adoption by the United States of ‘necessary defensive 
protection’ if attacks continued could only ‘increase the risk of the re- 
currence of such incidents’. The Note reasserted the Russian claim to 
all the islands in the Kurile group, pointing out that they were turned 
over to her at the Yalta conference. 

15 Dec.—U.S.-Chinese Nationalist Treaty. Moscow Radio 
broadcast a statement by the Foreign Ministry attacking the U.S.- 
Chinese Nationalist treaty, as interference in the internal affairs of China, 
a threat to Chinese security and peace in Asia, a gross violation of Chi- 
nese sovereignty, and therefore a violation of the U.N. Charter. 

Netherlands statement re Soviet Embassy staff (see Netherlands). 
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